                          Charity program “Green Friend” 

 In 2007 in Nikolayev a significant step was made in formation of urban policy for protection and development of green economy. 

 According to part 5 of the Law of Ukraine “On the basis of urban development” and the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine from 25.08.04 № 1094 “On approval of land development projects for organization and setting the boundaries of nature reserve areas, other environmental, health, recreational, historical and cultural significance” Nikolayev town council adopted a resolution “On the basis of taking the list of objects of the green economy assigned to the territories of  recreation in Nikolayev” (enabled 25October 07 № 17/11).
This list indicates 199 sites of local communities with a total area of ​​1110.17 hectares (approximately 4.5% of the urban area). However, the problem was the lack of schedule and resource support for the procedure of giving the status of recreational green areas. According to the specialists of the Department of Housing and communal facilities in the town of Nikolayev only 10% of urban parks have an official status at the moment. 

The way out of this situation may be the initiative of local organizations and informal groups in giving the green zone recreational, natural preservation, conservation, recreation and historical status as well as the decisions of local and state authorities to protect green space from building.

Objective of the Program: to support the initiatives of small community-based organizations and informal groups through small grants competition, which aims to represent interests of local communities in implementation of urban policy improvement, protection and development of a green economy in Nikolaev, as well as support for civic education. 

Means to implement the goals and objectives of the project are the funds coming from business structures and / or other organizations that share the goals and objectives of the Program, as well as income from investing to activities in accordance with the Charter of the Fund for Development of Nikolaev.

Program goals are achieved by providing competitive grants through targeted donations (grants) for implementation of socially important non-profit projects to support the initiatives of citizens during the “Actions of efficiency” to address the problems of local communities in the following priorities: 

1. Citizens' initiatives, aimed at improvement of local community districts (neighborhoods, streets), yards, houses adjoining areas. 

 2. Actions of civil education to address the environmental problems of local communities.

3. Companies representing the interests of local communities in decision-making of municipal authorities regarding the use of green areas. 

 4. Development of project culture of local civic groups, skills to attract resources for solving problems of local communities. 

 5.Attraction additional financial sources. 

 Aim of the competition grants: to change the attitude of Nikolayev citizens to the state of affairs in the town from waiting for a “miracle” to be involved in directly solving problems. 

 Participants of the contest: 

• Community organizations and bodies of community self-organization (BCS) operating in Nikolayev. They need to be registered as a non-profit organization with a code-profit 004, 005, 006.
• Community organizations that are registered by a notification. 

 • Individuals representing: 

 - initiative, informal groups to address the problems of the city; 

 - associations of homeowners. 

 Category of projects undertaken by the grant competition: 

 1.Citizens' initiatives aimed at improvement of local communities in districts (neighborhoods, streets), yards, houses and nearby areas. 

 2. Actions of  civil education to address environmental problems of local communities. 

 3.Companies representing interests of decision-making in local communities authority regarding the use of the green areas. 

 The decision is made by the Board of the Fund.

